THE WILL

A.T  THE   STRIKING   OF NOON   ON A  CERTAIN  FIFTH OF  MARCH,
there occurred within a causal radius of Brandon railway-station
and yet beyond the deepest pools of emptiness between the utter-
most stellar systems one of those infinitesimal ripples in the
creative silence of the First Cause which always occur when an
exceptional stir of heightened consciousness agitates any living
organism in this astronomical universe. Something passed at that
moment, a wave, a motion, a vibration, too tenuous to be called
magnetic, too subliminal to be called spiritual, between the soul
of a particular human being who was emerging from a third-class
carriage of the twelve-nineteen train from London and the divine-
diabolic soul of the First Cause of all life.
In the soul of the great blazing sun, too, as it poured down its
rays upon this man's head, while he settled his black travelling
bag comfortably in his left hand and his hazel-stick in his right,
there were complicated superhuman vibrations; but these had
only the filmiest, faintest, remotest connexion with what the man
was feeling. They had more connexion with the feelings of certain
primitive tribes of men in the heart of Africa and with the feel-
ings of a few intellectual sages in various places in the world who
had enough imagination to recognise the conscious personality of
this fiery orb as it flung far and wide its life-giving magnetic
forces. Roaring, cresting, heaving, gathering, mounting, advanc-
ing, receding, the enormous fire-thoughts of this huge luminary
surged resistlessly to and fro, evoking a turbulent aura of psychic
activity, corresponding to the physical energy of its colossal
chemical body, but affecting this microscopic biped's nerves less
than the wind that blew against his face.
Far nearer to the man's conscious m and half-conscious feelings,
as with his overcoat buttoned under his chin and his fingers tight-
ening upon stitfk atid bag he moved to the station-entrance, wer*
the vast, dreamy life-stirrings of the soul of the earth. Aware k
a mysterious manner of every single one of all the conscious